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REMINDERS:  
 

 Hurricane Season is 

here.  Find out how 

your church can help 

UMCOR stock up on 

flood buckets at 

www.umcor.org/

UMCOR/               

Relief-Supplies  

CAL ENDAR:  
 

October 23—Service 
of Welcome for 
Bishop Scott J. 
Jones, 5:00 p.m., 
Houston FUMC  
Westchase Campus 

November 5-6—Lay 
Servant Ministry 
Training, Bridge 
City, St. Paul UMC, 
Must attend both 
days 

Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch 

Messengers of Peace 

Alicia 

    Did you know the word “peace” is used in Luke’s gospel more than 

any other gospel?  There are twelve references to peace.  At the end 

of Luke’s gospel when all seemed lost to the disciples after the cruci-

fixion, Jesus appeared to the disciples.  His first words to them were 

not words of judgement or blaming, but a greeting of peace.  

    The Hebrew word for peace is Shalom which encompasses a wide variety of meanings: 

peace between people or nations, peace between God and human beings, human welfare 

or well-being, safety, or a quiet, restful state of mind.  Shalom is “wholeness,” a life where 

things are as they should be.  The church took over the greeting of peace from its Jewish 

ancestors, and Islam carried it into Arabic:  As-Salamu Alaykum.  At a basic level, when 

people greet one another with the word “peace,” it means “you don’t have to be afraid of 

me, and I wish for your well-being.”  While Christians share the greeting of “peace” with 

our Jewish kinfolk and Muslim neighbors, our understanding of it is quite different.  Peace 

is a gift of God the Father given through the Lord Jesus Christ.  The peace that we wish for 

each another is rooted in the One who is Himself our peace, the One who came to bring 

peace between us and God, and the One who taught us to have peace with our neighbor.  

When we “pass the peace” in church, we are passing the love of Christ to one another.   

    In a world rocked by political polarization and a denomination that seems to mirror the 

current state of national affairs, a word of peace is needed.  When young people, for a 

variety of reasons, are afraid of being bullied or harassed, we cry out for peace.  The peace 

of Christ is a refuge to all the pastors serving churches where people fight change because 

they would rather see the church die than do anything different to reach a new genera-

tion.  The busy parents, working and juggling kids while trying to take care of aging par-

ents, long to experience God’s peace.   

    Here is the good news.  No matter what happens in this world or who is elected, wheth-

er your church grows or closes, one thing is true.  Jesus is our Peace.  One day there will be 

peace on earth as there is in heaven, but for now we hold on to hope.  We live as messen-

gers of peace to a chaotic world.  What might that look like?  It is giving a ride to two 

young guys when their truck breaks down.  It looks like hosting a car for Trunk or Treat so 

that single mom can have a safe place to bring her children.  It is a phone call to a friend 

who is hurting.  Friends, we don’t have to live into the chaos of the world, because we 

know and trust the Peace of Christ.  It abides with us and is a gift to all we greet.  

    In this hectic season of stewardship, football games, elections, and holidays may the 

peace of Christ be with you!  Amen.   



2016 Apportionments 
District Apportionments 
    A HUGE thank you to the follow-

ing churches that have paid 100% 

of district apportionments. 

Anahuac, St. James;  
Anahuac, St. Paul;  

Beaumont, Forest Park;  
China; Sour Lake;  

Beaumont, St. Paul;  
Buna; Call; Daisetta; Newton;  

Kountze; Warren; Liberty, First;  
Liberty, South Liberty;  

Lumberton, Woodcrest;  
Mauriceville;  

Nederland, Wesley;  
Orange, Wesley;  

Port Arthur, Barnes Memorial; 
Bolivar; Port Neches, First;  
Spurger; Magnolia Springs;  

Winnie 
    Unfortunately, 7 churches have 

still paid 0% of their district appor-

tionments. 

 

Conference Apportionments       
    We want to congratulate these 

who have paid 100% of their con-

ference apportionments as of 

September 30.  Great job! 

Bolivar 
Call 

China 
Devers 

High Island, St. Matthew 
Magnolia Springs 

Port Arthur, Barnes Memorial  
Sabine Pass 

Wallisville, Middleton Memorial 
 

    Three-fourths into the year, 28 

churches are on pace or ahead in 

paying conference apportion-

ments.  However, 16 of our 55 

churches have paid 60% or less 

towards conference apportion-

ments this year.   

Please remember many ministries 

are counting on you! 

    Last year, the District Superintendents of the TAC committed to raise one mil-

lion dollars for the Emerging Leaders Endowment.  The superintendents are re-

sponsible for providing leadership in over 700 pulpits and understand the critical 

need for attracting, nurturing, and supporting young clergy to sustain our church 

for the future.  In the SE District, we have benefited greatly from the results of 

the endowment.  Our response is a commitment of $30,000 toward the effort.  

    This is an attainable goal!  If every church in the SE District donates $5 for eve-

ry person who attends worship on an average week, we will raise about $25,000 

to support young adults going into ministry.  This month, each church has re-

ceived a pledge card.  Pledge Cards are due by Charge Conference in December.  

By making a pledge this year, the Permanent Endowment Fund of the Moody 

Memorial United Methodist Church will match every dollar donated and pledged 

by December 31.  Instead of raising $30,000, the SE District will raise $60,000!  

    May we join together to insure great leadership in the future! 

Emerging Leaders Endowment Pledge 
Clergy Spouses 
 

Join us Sunday, 

November 13, at 

5:00 p.m.  The SE 

District Clergy Spouses 

will gather for a time of 

fellowship at Olive 

Garden (585 N IH-10, 

Beaumont).  For more 

information, contact Erin 

Bunch, 409.550.1246 

or ebunch@gt.rr.com. 

Restoration  

Celebration 
    After seven months of hard work 

by our brothers and sisters in  

Christ in the Southeast District and 

our friends and families, the mem-

bers of Deweyville First UMC are 

pleased and proud to invite you to 

a “Restoration Celebration!” 

    Join us Sunday, October 30, at 

3:00 p.m. for a Celebration Wor-

ship Service and Open House so 

we can thank all those who made 

this restoration possible.  Our Dis-

trict Superintendent, Rev. Alicia 

Coltzer will bless the church.  

    Deweyville First UMC is located 

at 153 County Rd. 4145 Orange, TX 

    Please RSVP to Rev. Sharon 

Sabom at (text) 713.553.3219 or  

sksabom@usa.net by Wednesday, 

October 26. 

mailto:sksabom@usa.net


Lay Servant Ministry Training Fall 2016 

Lay Servant Ministry is about developing leaders and 
improving leadership skills for use in the local church.   

 

Saturday, November 5, 9 am-4 pm  
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 

AND Sunday, November 6, 2 pm-5 pm 
You must attend BOTH days to receive credit for the course. 

 

St. Paul UMC  •  1155 W Roundbunch, Bridge City  
COST $30 (includes books and lunch) 

Books will be available the day of the training or with paid registration in the District 
Office prior to the training.  You may also have the books mailed to you for a $5 fee. 

 

All Laity are Encouraged to Attend! 
 

Courses—Local Lay Servant Basic Refresher, Led by Rev. Larry Shows 
This new class focuses on the role of a spiritual leader and how to function as a role 
model in the congregation.  The class is also for leadership development in any area. 

 Advanced Course:  Leading Prayer, Led by Rev. Mary Shotlow 
 Advanced Course:  Lead in Stewardship, Led by Rev. Wayne Flowers 
To attend an Advanced Course you must have completed a course within last 3 years. 

 

Preregistration is strongly encouraged.  
More Information and Registration Form at  

www.southeastdistrict.org/Lay-Servants 

Lakeview Camp News 
    Lakeview has been hard at work to build upon our success to make camp even 

better.  Here are some of the additions and changes you can expect. 

 Camp will start on Sunday afternoon. 
 Children as early as entering 3rd grade may attend. 
 Registration is completely online and is now open at www.lakeviewmcc.org.  

You can pay on your account throughout the year. 
 New programs, activities, and staff are being added. 
 Churches/Campers have a choice to attend the camp week they prefer. 

 June 11-16, 2017 Tri-District Volunteer Team 
 June 18-23, 2017 South/Southeast Volunteer Team 
 June 25-30, 2017 East/West Volunteer Team 
 July 9-14, 2017 North/Northwest Volunteer Team 

 New retreats have been added during the year: 
 Man Camp (Father/Son Retreat)—October 28-30, 2016 
 Confirmation Camp—February 10-12, 2017 
 WILD 2017 (Adventure Camp)—March 11-18, 2017 
 Rooted (Mother/Daughter Retreat)—April 21-23, 2017 

“Like” these district-

related pages: 

— Southeast District of 

the Texas Annual Confer-

ence, United Methodist 

Church 

— United Methodist 

Women, Southeast Dis-

trict, Texas Conference 

— Southeast District 

Youth of the Texas Annual 

Conference 

— Wesley Foundation LU 

http://www.southeastdistrict.org/Lay-Servants
http://www.lakeviewmcc.org


Prayers  
 

 Rev. Billie Loe (Spurger/

Magnolia Springs) 
 Susan Liedy (Beaumont, St. 

Luke’s) 
 Rev. W.C. Hall (Retired) 
 Rev. Byron Jarratt 

(Retired) 
 Rev. Bob and Lola Fos-

burgh (South Liberty UMC) 
 East Coast & Louisiana 

Recovery 
 Beaumont, St. Paul 

Condolence 
 Linda New, sister of Jill 

Daniel (Beaumont, Trinity) 

Important District Events—Make Plans Now 
October 23—Service of Welcome for Bishop Scott J. 

Jones, 5:00 p.m., Houston FUMC, Westchase 
Campus 

November 5-6—Lay Servant Ministry Training, 
Bridge City, St. Paul UMC, Must attend both days; 
Saturday, 9:00 am-4:00 pm; Sunday, 2:00-5:00 pm  

November 14—Report Day Training, 10:00—11:30 
am, Beaumont, First, Rothwell Hall  

November 28-30—Charge Conference Packets Due, 
see published schedule 

December 3—SED Clergy Family Christmas        
Luncheon, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Groves, First  

December 12, 13, 14, 18—Hub Charge Conferences, 
see published schedule 

January 10—Report Day, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.,  
Beaumont, Wesley, UMC Parlor 

January 29—District Leadership Event, 2:00-6:00 
p.m., Beaumont, Wesley UMC 

February 6-8—District Clergy Retreat, Holy Family 
Retreat Center 

Please add the 

Southeast District 

office to your 

church newsletter 

mailing list, either 

by mail or email. 

    The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a non-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe.  UMCOR’s work 

includes programs and projects in disaster response, health, sustainable agricul-

ture, food security, relief supplies, and more.  UMCOR is a ministry of The United 

Methodist Church, and its goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons affected 

by crisis or chronic need.  Successful solutions to emergency or chronic condi-

tions begin with the affected population.  UMCOR provides these survivors not 

only temporary relief but long-term education, training, and support. 

    UMCOR spends 100% of designated donations on the projects their do-

nors specify.  When UMCOR donors give their time, money, and supplies, 

they join UMCOR as the hands and feet of Christ. 

    Although there are ongoing ways you can be a part of UMCOR’s ministry 

(kits, mission trips, conference apportionments), there is currently great need 

that can be addressed through Advance Giving.  Remember, 100% of every 

dollar donated goes directly to disaster survivors.   

Advance Giving for Louisiana Flooding & Hurricane Matthew 
Louisiana Flooding—Donations should be designated and sent to Texas Annual 

Conference Attention:  Treasurer; 5215 Main St.; Houston TX  77002.  These will 

be sent directly to Louisiana Annual Conference to be used in communities. 

Hurricane Matthew—Because this storm has both domestic and international 

implications, churches are encouraged to give to UMCOR disaster advances as 

they see fit—domestically and internationally.  Send your checks directly to 

UMCOR, marking them with the appropriate advance number (below).   

UMCOR Domestic Disaster Advance #901670 
UMCOR International Disaster Advance #982450 

UMCOR; 458 Ponce De Leon Ave NE; Atlanta, GA 30308 

What is UMCOR? 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/One-Great-Hour-of-Sharing/oghs
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/One-Great-Hour-of-Sharing/oghs

